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unlawfully expelled the Japanese, have been looking forward
to the greedy enjoyment of a dream of 'ample clothes and
warm food' in a land rich in heaven's bounty. The result
is a demand for ships. Owing to the absence of railways,
the people of the coast towns can only escape by sea, and
that they imagine to be covered with Japanese Fleets and
ships. Their only hope for their lives and goods lies in their
own Navy. Demands for ships pour in on the Government
from every part of the country. One place peremptorily
demands a dozen at once to save it from being reduced to
ashes.
What ships, then, have the Australians got ? If only they
had taken Admiral Henderson's advice and built those 52 !
But that is all past history, and now they have but 2
io,ooo-ton cruisers, 2 light cruisers, 6 destroyers, and 2
submarines. England, with her present shortage of light
cruisers, cannot send more than four, with, perhaps, from
twelve to eighteen destroyers. And the more she depletes
her Battle Fleet, the more she jeopardizes her chances of
success in the decisive action in the South China Sea.
Further, thirty-four or thirty-five ships at least would be
required adequately to defend both the east and the west
coasts of Australia.
When one comes to think of it, such demands for ships
are unreasonable. To comply with them would be contrary
to fundamental principles. To station ships all round the
coasts so as to leave no place undefended is bad strategy
and dangerous. It would be to invite defeat, for it would
enable the enemy to destroy them all, one after the other.
During the Spanish-American war, at the first rumour that
a Spanish Fleet was about to cross the Atlantic, the people
on the east coast of the United States fell over one another
with their demands for protection. Many ships were mobi-
lized on that account, and had the Spaniards, following the
dictates of sound strategy, taken advantage of this mistake,
they could have destroyed the whole American Fleet.
In the Russo-Japanese war, some of our people got so
excited over the 'atrocious behaviour' of the Vladivostok
squadron that they stoned Admiral Kamimura's private
house.*
* A Russian squadron from Vladivostok succeeded in evading Admiral
Kamimura's squadron in the Sea of Japan and in raiding Japanese
communications with Korea.—Translator.

